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PREFACE 


In issuing the first number of the Classical Review published for the Classical 
Journals Board, we desire on behalf of the Classical Association to offer our 
hearty thanks to the generous friends of classical studies whose kind and prompt 
help has enabled the Association to purchase the Classical Quarterly and the Classical 
Review, and to arrange for their future conduct in the sole interest of classical 
study as a whole. We may, perhaps, take the opportunity of recording the 
different steps by which this result has been achieved. 

The Classical Review was established by the late Mr. David Nutt in 1886, and 
first edited by the Rev. Professor Joseph B. Mayor, who was followed successively 
by Mr. G. E. Marindin and Professor J. P. Postgate (in 1898). At the suggestion 
of the last-named Editor, in 1906, the present proprietors of the publishing 
business which bears Mr. David Nutt’s name, arranged to divide the Review 
into two separate publications—the Classical Quarterly, which was to appear in 
January, April, July, and October, and to contain articles of greater length, and 
the Classical Review, to appear in the remaining months, and to be concerned chiefly 
with reviews of books, short original articles and matters of special interest to 
teachers. A principal motive for the division was in the increasing weight of 
the claims made upon the Editor by the two different functions of the old 
Classical Review. The task of judging whether papers embodying original research 
were such as to deserve publication had been found to be sufficiently heavy to 
occupy a large proportion of the time of any one scholar, and it seemed imperative 
to separate from it the quite different duties of allotting the notices of new books 
to suitable reviewers, and securing the punctual production and appearance of 
the reviews. 

Professor Postgate undertook to edit the Classical Quarterly, and the Classical 
Review passed into the editorship of Dr. W. H. D. Rouse. The price of the 
Classical Review was thus reduced, and its circulation has been considerably 
increased ; and the circulation of the Classical Quarterly, though naturally not so 
large as that of the undivided Classical Review, has nevertheless been very sub- 
stantial, both in this country and abroad. In the opinion, however, of its pro- 
prietor, the margin of profit on the Classical Quarterly was not sufficient to warrant 
his continuing it at his own risk. To prevent its discontinuance the Editors of 
the two journals agreed to give a pecuniary guarantee for the year 190g, and in 
order to secure its continuance thereafter they appealed for help to the Council 
of the Classical Association, and to the Philological Societies of Oxford and 
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Cambridge. The Council of the Classical Association realized that an opportunity 
had thus arisen for attempting a project which had been mooted as early as 1904 
—namely, to follow the example of other societies interested in particular subjects! 
by establishing the leading classical journals of the country upon a permanent 
basis, vesting their ownership in the Association, and entrusting their control to 
a representative body of classical scholars. _ 

The Council therefore invited the Philological Societies of Oxford and 
Cambridge to send representatives to a Conference, and the invitation was 
cordially accepted. The Oxford Philological Society was represented by Pro- 
fessor F. Haverfield, Professor Gilbert Murray, and Mr. Herbert Richards. The 
Cambridge Philological Society was represented by Dr. P. Giles, Mr. E. Harrison, 
and Mr. E. C. Quiggin; the Classical Association by ourselves. Mr. Butcher 
was appointed Chairman, and Professor Conway, Honorary Secretary. 

Five meetings were held—the first on June rgth, the last on October 23rd, 
1909. 

At the first a resolution was unanimously adopted, declaring that it was 
desirable that journals doing the work of the Classical Quarterly and the Classical 
Review should be owned and controlled by a representative body of classical 
scholars. Inquiries were then addressed to Messrs. David Nutt with a view to 
ascertaining on what terms that firm would be willing to transfer the copyright 
of the journals to the Association. Great difficulties were encountered in the 
negotiation, but it was finally effected, and the price of £300 was fixed as repre- 
senting the value of the copyrights and goodwill; and in order to clinch the 
bargain a payment on account was formally made to Messrs. Nutt in August. 
Correspondence, however, on the details of the transfer was continued until 
December 2nd, when Mr. Nutt’s signature to a satisfactory deed of transfer, and 
the list of the names and addresses of the then subscribers, were at length obtained 
—not without able and spirited help from Messrs. Hudson and Matthews, the 
firm of solicitors who had acted for us since July. 

Meanwhile a scheme for future management had been finally drawn up by 
the Conference, and an appeal for subscriptions privately issued by its niembers 
to friends of classical studies whom they thought likely to be willing to help. 
The scheme of management was considered, and, with very slight amendments, 
approved by the Council of the Classical Association on October 30th, and 
shortly afterwards by the two Philological Societies. The Council of the Associa- 
tion voted a sum of £150 to the purchase fund, and under the terms of the 
agreement each of the two societies contributed a sum of £100 towards the 
initial expenses, each receiving in return the right of nominating a representative 
to the Board of seven Managers. The agreement is subject to a provision enabling 
any one of the three bodies to withdraw from it on suitable terms including a 
year’s notice. 

1 We owe especial thanks to Professor Lorrain Smith, F.R.S., of Manchester, whose share in 


the similar transfer of the fournal of Pathology enabled him to give us counsel and encourage- 
ment of no small value at critical points. 
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The first meeting of the Board was held on December 4th. The five 
Managers nominated by the Classical Association were Professor F. Haverfield, 
Mr. E. Harrison, and ourselves; Professor W. Ridgeway was nominated by the 
Cambridge Philological Society. The Oxford Philological Society had not yet 
nominated their representative ; but the senior Oxford member of the Conference 
kindly attended by invitation. At this meeting the existing Editors, with whom 
the Conference had been in correspondence throughout, were requested to continue 
their service for the year Ig1o. 

Mr. John Murray was appointed publisher to the Board, and the terms of 
subscription were also fixed. These have been announced elsewhere. 

Turning from the record of the establishment of the Board to its hopes for 
the future, we think it well to explain that while the journals are the property of 
the Classical Association, and while, therefore, the expenditure of the Board is 
subject to annual audit and approval by the Council of the Association, yet its 
accounts and funds will be kept distinct from those of the Association. Subject 
to the liability of the Board to repay, if called upon, the advance of £150 made 
by the Classical Association, and the other loans enumerated below which were 
made to it by some friends of the movement on the invitation of the Conference, 
the funds of the Board will be devoted wholly to the promotion of classical study 
and research. The Board hopes already to have done something to improve the 
efficiency of the journals by relieving the Editors of the expense of compiling the 
various indexes and chronicles of current literature. It further hopes that if the 
support hitherto accorded to the journals at home and abroad is maintained and 
increased, it will be in a position next year to offer at least some modest payment 
to the contributors; and to ask them in return to aid the Board to effect 
economy by keeping the cost of corrections in proof within the smallest possible 
limits. 

The Board further contemplates appointing two Editors to each of the 
journals, who, without any hard-and-fast demarcation of functions, shall yet 
represent more completely than it is possible for a single scholar to do the Greek 
and the Latin sides of classical study respectively, and in this way to secure the 
further advantage of a continuous tradition; since, whenever either Editor of 
either journal retires, he would leave behind him a scholar who had been his 
colleague, and who in that capacity had become familiar with the work. 

The attention of the Board was also directed to the absence of any journal 
discharging for the study of the antiquities of Rome and ancient Italy, including 
the Roman antiquities of Britain and the other subject lands of the Roman 
Empire, the service that has long been rendered to the study of Greek archaeology 
by the Journal of Hellenic Studies. Steps are being taken by the Board, in 
conjunction with the Council of the Classical Association, to devise a suitable 
scheme which may enlist all the support likely to be given both by individual 
friends of the study and by learned bodies; and at the meeting of the Classical 
Association in London on January 11th, on the motion of Professor Percy 
Gardner, a Committee was appointed to confer with a Committee of the Hellenic 
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Society upon this and kindred subjects. Should the result of the Conference be 
to approve the establishment of a journal specifically devoted to Roman antiquity, 
the Board looks forward with pleasure to enlarging its duties by undertaking to 
maintain the new periodical. 

We desire to add on behalf of the Board that it is conscious, and gladly 
conscious, of the duty that falls upon it of representing and meeting, so far as its 
province allows, the needs of classical study in Great Britain on all its different 
sides. It desires to render aid alike to those who are teaching classics even in 
elementary stages, to scholars engaged in the most elaborate research, and to the 
cultured reader who finds pleasure in devoting some share of his time and attention 
to following the progress of classical study, though it may form no part of his 
daily occupations. And the Board cordially invites suggestions from any reader 
of the journals which may tend to increase their interest and enlarge their use. 

We add a list of the subscribers to the purchase-fund, to whom we have to 
offer the best thanks of the Board and of the Classical Assoiation. 


S. H. BUTCHER, 
Chairman of the Board and of the Council of the Classical 
Association. 


R. S. CONWAY, 
Hon. Treasurer of the Board and a Vice-President of the 
Classical Association. 


J. W. MACKAIL, 
Member of the Board and a Vice-President of the Classical 
Association. 
LonpDon, 
MANCHESTER, J February, 1910. 
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